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Puzzle

DANSEMA DANCE THEATRE, Vilnius

Choreography Birutė Banevičiūtė | 
Dance Giedrė Subotinaitė, Indrė Bacevičiūtė, 
Mantas Stabačinskas | Music Rasa Dikčienė | 
Light design Aurelijus Davidavičius | 
Consultation Ingrida Gerbutavičiūtė

Duration 35' | Première 2012

Puzzle is the first contemporary dance per-
formance in Lithuania for 0-3 years old chil-
dren. Knowing that children can concen-
trate their attention just for few minutes, 
there is alternated watching to the action 
and movement during the performance. An 
especially composed music offers simple 
and high sound combinations suitable for 
children in this age group. As small chil-
dren start to know world around them by 
recognizing a variety of geometric shapes 
and colours, the dancers lay them out like 
a puzzle to travel through different stages 
of child development during the perfor-
mance. So how does the surrounding world 
look like for a small child?

A choreographer, educator and a doctor
of Social Sciences (dance education), 
Birutė Banevičiūtė has created contem-
porary dance performances as well as 
choreography for theatre performances 
and operas since 1993. Besides, she has a 
wide experience in working with children 
and young people of various age groups 
teaching dance and creating choreog-
raphies. This experience led her to start 
creating professional contemporary dance 
performance for children and young audi-
ence. In 2007, Benevičiūtė became head 
of the Contemporary Dance Association, 
and since 2008, she organizes the Inter-
national Contemporary Dance Festival for 
Children and Youth – Dansema.

Kill the Victor

AURA DANCE THEATRE, Kaunas 
KORZO PRODUCTIONS, The Hague

Choreography, music & text Amos Ben-Tal | 
Dance Gotautė Kalmatavičiūtė, Marius Pinigis, 
Lana Coporda (Ema Nedobežkina, understudy) | 
Costumes Amos Ben-Tal | Light design Amos 
Ben-Tal, Peter Lemmens

Duration 15' | Première 2012

64 square-meters, a box in a box, 
2  females, 1 male, glistening skin, shiny 
metal, a pulse, a voice, a word. Now what?

AURA Dance Theatre commissioned the Is-
raeli choreographer Amos Ben-Tal to create 
a short piece for the company. In Kill the 
Victor the choreographer explores the 
paradox of achieving freedom by creating 
rules. He encourages improvising and add-
ing ones personal creativity within a dense 
web of choreographic structures and strict 
rules of engagement.

Amos Ben-Tal came to the Netherlands 
in 1997. Shortly after he joined the Ned-
erlands Dans Theater and kept perform-
ing with this company until 2006. After 
his dancing career with NDT, Ben-Tal made 
a number of successful productions with 
Korzo. From an early age Ben-Tal has been 
involved in music. He makes use of this 
in his work, as a composer, producer, and 
a singer / guitarist with his alternative 
rock band Noblesse.
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Lost Eyes

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE, Vilnius 
ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda 
KORZO PRODUCTIONS, The Hague

Choreography Rūta Butkus | Dance Irena Misirlić 
& Konrad Szymański | Music Robert Semaškevič | 
Costumes Rūta Butkus | Set design Sigita 
Šimkūnaitė | Light design Vilius Vilutis & Bas 
Vissers | Consultation Ingrida Gerbutavičiūtė

Duration 30' | Première 2012

The Lithuanian choreographer and ac-
tress Rūta Butkus and the dramaturge 
Ingrida Gerbutavičiūtė worked together 
during their stay in The Hague with the 
Croatian dancer Irena Misirlić and Konrad 
Szymański from Poland. The dance perfor-
mance Lost Eyes is about the inner wander-
ings of a human being. It gives an ironic 
view of our daily lives in a stimulating man-
ner. Here, the human being nestles in his 
own little world, full of standards of hones-
ty, duty, and kindness, though ever further 
removed from his own Nature (lust, life).

Rūta Butkus has developed her own thea-
tre esthetics. In her performances she 
employs irony and absurd in order to find 
existential truth both in human and nature 
lives. Butkus completed her studies of con-
temporary dance at the Lithuanian Acad-
emy of Music and Theatre (under the chore-
ographer Aira Naginevičiūtė) in 2007. Latter 
on she was part of performances by Lithu-
anian choreographers Aira Naginevičiūtė, 
Vytis Jankauskas, Vesta Grabštaitė, and 
Andrius Katinas. She has also participated 
in plays produced by Oskaras Koršunovas, 
Per Olav Sørensen, and Mariusz Treliński.

5g of Hope

Idea, choreography Rūta Butkus | Performance 
Rūta Butkus, Urtė Laukaitytė | Piano Joris 
Sodeika | Music Sergei Rachmaninoff, Dmitri 
Shostakovich, Vasily Agapk | Text Daniil Kharms | 
Costumes Elvita Brazdylytė | Instalation Sigita 
Šimkūnaitė | Light design Vilius Vilutis

Duration 50' | Première 2012

5g of Hope is a dance theatre performance 
about absurd, irrational, ironic longing 
for hope that logic cannot explain. There 
happens an interesting collision and mis-
match – the Trinity, the Hope, is at the 
same time a part of you, but it is also sepa-
rate from you, as if it comes from nowhere, 
thus it becomes disgusting for itself.
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Mirage

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE, Vilnius 
KORZO PRODUCTIONS, The Hague

Choreography Loreta Juodkaitė | Dance Loreta 
Juodkaitė & Kenzo Kusuda | Music Deborah 
Lennie-Bisson, Patrice Grente, Tautvilas 
Gurevičius | Light design Peter Lemmens

Duration 20' | Première 2012

Mirage is a duet performance created in 
The Hague in collaboration between Loreta 
Juodkaitė and Kenzo Kusuda, a Japanese 
choreographer and dancer. The difference 
between these two breathtaking perform-
ers could hardly be greater. Juodkaitė is 
strong, fierce, and has an explosive en-
ergy; Kusuda, is a master of subtle dance 
poetry. Together they tell a story about the 
gifts of life, which are there only for those 
who open their eyes to see.

Loreta Juodkaitė is one of a few choreogra-
phers in Lithuania who has made the leap 
to the international dance scene. Juodkaitė 
presents her own work abroad and is 
also a high-profile dancer with the French 
choreographer Rachid Ouramdane. Loreta 
Juodkaitė received the Golden Stage Cross 
for her performances ‘Here and Now’ and 
‘Salamandra’s Dream. Picture’. She has 
learned the basics of contemporary dance 
at Vytis Jankauskas dance studio. In 2005 
she graduated from Salzburg Experimen-
tal Academy of Dance (SEAD). Now she 
is finishing her mA in theatre direction at 
University of Klaipėda.

And Everything Went Very Well

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda

Choreography and dance Inga Kuznecova & 
Petras Lisauskas | Music The Bad Plus, Thomas 
Newman, Bonobo | Video artist Julius Venskus

Duration 45’ | Première 2012

And Everything Went Very Well is a lyrical 
novel of familial love. It was inspired by the 
famous performance by John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono ‘Bed In’ (1969) and their personal 
relationship. Therefore a living space was 
selected instead of a theatrical one. It is 
full of reminder notes: from ‘buy cat food’ 
to ‘I love you’ or ‘fuck you’. The couple’s 
mutual entity is also full of these notes. 
How does one get away from the fuss of 
everyday memos, reminders and memories 
preventing people from hearing and feel-
ing each other? They have to open up and 
create themselves anew, so that the home 
is no longer a battle field, but a space of 
harmony.

Inga Kuznecova and Petras Lisauskas are 
two dancers and choreographers based 
in Klaipėda representing the Artists Group 
‘Fish Eye’. This year Inga Kuznecova has 
graduated from the Klaipėda Universi-
ty (mA in choreography), previously she 
also studied in the Stockholm Dance Col-
lege. Petras Lisauskas has graduated from 
The Lithuanian Theatre and Music Acad-
emy (BA in acting-contemporary dance, the 
course led by Aira Naginevičiūtė) in 2007 
and has already been working with such 
great stage artists as Robert Wilson and 
Palle Granhøj.
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The Sea

AURA DANCE THEATRE, Kaunas

Idea, direction & choreography Birutė 
Letukaitė | Music M. K. Čiurlionis | Lightning 
design Vladimiras Šerstobojevas | Video 
Gintaras Laurušonis, Birutė Letukaitė, Paulina 
Nešukaitytė | Costume design Solveiga 
Vasiliauskaitė, Paulina Nešukaitytė | 
Scenography Birutė Letukaitė, Paulina 
Nešukaitytė | Interpretation & performance 
Liza Baliasnaja, Gotautė Kalmatavičiūtė, Ieva 
Navickaitė, Marius Pinigis, Indrė Puišytė, Andrius 
Stakelė, pupils of theatre studio and Kaunas 
School of Dance

Duration 50' | Première 2012

The Sea is a symphonic poem by the fa-
mous Lithuanian composer M. K. Čiurlionis. 
It becomes a key metaphor for the chore-
ographer Birutė Letukaikė to speak about 
shifted relations between man and nature 
as well as the most sorrowful things in to-
day’s Lithuania: the Baltic sea polluted by 
toxic materials and the society intoxicated 
polluted by phobias, egoism and apathy. 
According to the artist, the violated bal-
ance between culture and nature causes 
mutual irreversible losses.

Why do you murmur, oh sea? – the com-
poser asked more than a 100 years ago, as 
if he anticipated the Sea’s lament.

Sonus.Lux.Unum

AURA DANCE THEATRE, Kaunas

Choreography Birutė Letukaitė | 
Sound Bionics | Video installation VJ Ramj | 
Dance AURA Dance Theatre

Duration 40' | Première 2012

Sonus.Lux.Unum is an audiovisual per-
formance for which AURA Dance Thea-
tre meets young sound and video artists 
Bionics and VJ Ramj. This experimental 
collaboration aims to look for connec-
tions between physical phenomena and 
matter. What does the meeting of sound 
and light (sonus.lux) with a human be-
ing (unum) give? What happens then?

A former dancer, now famous choreogra-
pher and dance teacher Birutė Letukaitė 
is one of the founders of contemporary 
dance in Lithuania. Before establishing a 
modern dance company in 1980, which 
later became AURA Dance Theatre, she 
has danced for ten years in the expres-
sive dance company Sonata (led by Kira 
Katerina Daujotaitė). In 1989 Letukaitė has 
organized the first international modern 
dance festival in Lithuania. This festival is 
known now as AURA Dance Festival.

Among her numerous international, 
government, and city awards – the Golden 
Stage Cross for the choreography of per-
formance ‘Aseptic Zone or Lithuanian 
Songs’ (2005).
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YOUME

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda

Choreography & perforamance Petras Lisauskas | 
Music Saulius Petreikis | Text R. R.

Duration 30' | Première 2012

…Like that ink which wrote a poem into 
a  diary… A short poetic happening in 
a tribute for what united THIS and THAT, 
HIM and HER, ME and YOU…

YOUME is a performance uniting dance, 
poetry and music into one piece where the 
collaboration with the multi-instrumental-
ist Saulius Petreikis is as important as the 
dance itself.

Petras Lisauskas is one of the great-
est dance artists in Lithuania. He has 
graduated from The Lithuanian Theatre 
and Music Academy (BA in acting-con-
temporary dance, the course led by Aira 
Naginevičiūtė) in 2007 and has already 
been working with such great stage artists 
as Robert Wilson and Palle Granhøj.

3 W(o)men

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE, Vilnius 
KORZO PRODUCTIONS, The Hague

Choreography Jérôme Meyer & Isabelle 
Chaffaud | Dance Agnė Ramanauskaitė, 
Kristina Markevičiūtė, Barbora Guželytė | 
Music Rita Mačiliūnaitė | Costumes Simona 
Biekšaitė | Light design Povilas Laurinaitis

Duration 20' | Première 2012

There once was a mighty king who reigned 
over a kingdom where the sun never 
set; his name was Mighty Rooster. When 
he died all his feathers were removed 
and spread all over his kingdom

3 W(o)men is a piece by Jérôme Meyer 
&  Isabelle Chaffaud created in the Arts 
Printing House for three Lithuanian 
dancers – Agnė Ramanauskaitė, Kristina 
Markevičiūtė, Barbora Guželytė. Inspired 
by their various personalities, a work 
started to take shape, which highlights 
the masculine and feminine aspects of 
these three performers.

Jérôme Meyer & Isabelle Chaffaud have 
been working as choreographers with 
great success since 2002. They work regu-
larly as guest choreographers with compa-
nies such as Introdans, Dance Works Rot-
terdam, and the Ballet du Grand Theâtre 
de Genève. Their dance pieces are known 
for combinations of physicality with differ-
ent dance styles.
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Tristan and Isolde

LITHUANIAN NATIONAL OPERA AND 
BALLET THEATRE (LNOBT), Vilnius

Choreography Krzysztof Pastor | Music 
Director Modestas Pitrėnas | Conductors 
Modestas Pitrėnas, Modestas Barkauskas | 
Set Design Adomas Jacovskis | Costume 
Design Aleksandra Jacovskytė | Light Design 
Levas Kleinas | Libretto Krzysztof Pastor, Carel 
Alphenaar | Music Henk de Vlieger, Richard 
Wagner | Voice Inesa Linaburgytė | Dance Pawel 
Koncewoj, Inga Cibulskytė, Anton Piastechin, 
Olga Konošenko, Martynas Rimeikis, Anastasija 
Čumakova, Gediminas Bubelis, Romas Ceizaris, 
Kipras Chlebinskas, Igoris Zaripovas, Andrius 
Žužžalkinas

Duration 130' | Première 2012

Tristan and Isolde is a neoclassical bal-
let in 2 acts to music by Richard Wagner 
and Henk de Vlieger. The legend of Tristan 
and Isolde is an influential romance and 
tragedy story retold in numerous sources. 
The most famous incarnation of it is Rich-
ard Wagner’s music drama ‘Tristan und 
Isolde’ which is reflected in a musical 
score of the ballet.

Choreographer and producer  Krzysztof 
Pastor began his ballet training with 
the Ballet School in his home town of 
Gdańsk (Poland). After years as a ballet 
dancer in the 1997/98 season he joined 
the Washington Ballet as its choreographer 
in residence, and a season later he became 
the Dutch National Ballet’s choreographer 
in residence. Pastor has since gained con-
siderable recognition as an international 
choreographer, creating nearly fifty bal-
lets to date. At the LNOBT Pastor produced 
‘Carmen’ (1997), ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ (1998) and ‘Acid City’ (2002). 
In 2011 he was appointed the artis-
tic director of ballet at the LNOBT.

No Space at the Parking Lot

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda

Choreography Agnija Šeiko & the dancers | 
Dance Petras Lisauskas, Darius Berulis | 
Set design Artūras Šimonis | Music Gus Loxbo | 
Video design Rūta Vaitkevičiūtė, Paulius 
Juodzevičius

Duration 35' | Première 2012

The performance No Space at the Parking 
Lot is the last part of a trilogy of perfor-
mances and a dance film. In the centre 
of the performance we see conversations 
between two men – a father and a son. 
How does one empathizes the conse-
quences of masculinity in his body? How 
does one disguise a failing to live up to 
conditions of masculine identity and his 
existence?

Agnija Šeiko gained her BA in choreogra-
phy at Klaipėda University in 2001. Five 
years later, she completed her studies 
of choreography at the Rotterdam Dance 
Academy (the Netherlands). Beside her 
works for the theatre stage, she is also 
teaching at the Department of Choreog-
raphy at Klaipėda University, leading the 
Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’ and coordinating 
the annual international contemporary 
art festival Plartforma. In collaboration 
with different artists, Šeiko creates inter-
disciplinary projects employing original 
music, sculptural installations and video 
projections.

This year for the dance opera ‘Waste-
land’ the choreographer was given the 
Mask of Gratitude – a theatre prize by the 
Klaipėda City Municipality.
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Juliets

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda

Choreography & direction Agnija Šeiko | 
Idea & libretto Agnė Sabulytė | Music Jonas 
Sakalauskas | Dance Aušra Krasauskaitė, Simona 
Paciukonytė | Voice Agnė Sabulytė | Video Rimas 
Sakalauskas | Costumes Rasa Taujanskienė | 
Set design Sigita Šimkūnaitė

Duration 50' | Première 2012

Dance opera Juliets is the third project be-
tween the choreographer Agnija Šeiko and 
the well known composer Jonas Sakalaus-
kas. Dancing and singing meet on an equal 
basis. It is an interdisciplinary perfor-
mance where dance, opera and video art 
are united in order to answer the following 
question: what has happened to contem-
porary Juliets? Have they extinguished? 
Or were they made to disappear? Or?

Agnija Šeiko gained her BA in choreogra-
phy at Klaipėda University in 2001. Five 
years later, she completed her studies 
of choreography at the Rotterdam Dance 
Academy (the Netherlands). Beside her 
works for the theatre stage, she is also 
teaching at the Department of Choreog-
raphy at Klaipėda University, leading the 
Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’ and coordinating 
the annual international contemporary 
art festival Plartforma. In collaboration 
with different artists, Šeiko creates inter-
disciplinary projects employing original 
music, sculptural installations and video 
projections.

This year for the dance opera Wasteland 
the choreographer was given the Mask of 
Gratitude – a theatre prize by the Klaipėda 
City Municipality.

Sunstroke

BALTIC BALLET GROUP, Vilnius

Choreography and direction Marija Simona 
Šimulynaitė | Set design and costumes 
Agnė Jagelavičiūtė | Music composition Rita 
Mačiliūnaitė | Music The Beatles | Dance Simona 
Paciukonytė, Agnė Steponkevičiūtė, Kristina 
Markevičiūtė, Vaida Šniurevičiūtė, Irina 
Nazarenko, Viktorija Naumova, Julija Turkina, 
Hilda Palkovskytė, Vladimirs Latišonoks, Karolis 
Butavičius, Ignas Armalis, Kipras Chlebinskas, 
Naglis Bierancas, Auksė Mikalajūnaitė, Eglė 
Mečėjutė, Grytė Dirmaitė, Erikas Travinas, 
Audrius Dunickas, Kristina Galalytė

Duration 90' | Première 2012

The surreal journey of The Beatles on a 
submarine became one of the main motifs 
of the Sunstroke. In addition to this, it is 
intensified by the elements taken from 
Ivan Bunin’s novel ‘Sunstroke’. The famous 
music of The Beatles, dance and move-
ment, colours and engaging tricks are the 
real reasons for this dance performance to 
have been created. ‘Sunstroke’ does not 
deal with complicated problems nor tries 
to solve philosophical questions.

Marija Simona Šimulynaitė graduated 
from National M. K. Čiurlionis School of 
Art (ballet specialization) in 2004. In the 
following years she gained both BA and 
mA in theatre direction (Lithuanian Acad-
emy of Music and Theatre). During her 
studies Šimulynaitė had been working at 
Vanemuine Theatre (Tartu) with such direc-
tors as A. Anuchina, M. Toming, A. Siegert, 
and A. Maeots. In 2009 Šimulynaitė was 
nominated for the Golden Scene Cross 
Awards for her modern dance perfor-
mance based on music from Tchaikovsky’s 
‘The Nutcracker’. In 2010 she founded Bal-

tic Ballet Group and is leading the 
company until present.
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Tango Salon

GYTIS IVANAUSKAS THEATRE, Vilnius

Direction Gytis Ivanauskas | Choreography 
Brigita Urbietytė | Acting Gytis Ivanauskas, 
Brigita Urbietytė, Simona Paciukonytė, Aurimas 
Anužis, Vladimir Latišonok, Evaldas Taujanskis, 
Skirmantė Gineitienė, Nedas Grigaliūnas | 
Costumes Asta Grigaitytė

Duration 60' | Première 2012

Tango Salon is a new improvisation, anoth-
er attempt to ‘save’ the world – this time 
with the beauty of a woman and a passion-
ate Argentinian tango. A Woman wants 
to ‘save the world’ with her beauty. A man 
wants to conquer it. Yet this performance 
is not only about cherishing beauty. Tango 
Salon is a life in Tango Rhythm, a game of 
a man and a woman.

Both Brigita Urbietytė and Gytis Ivanaus-
kas obtained their mA degree in 2004 at 
Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre 
in dancing and acting (the course led by 
Andželika Cholina). Since 2005 Urbietytė 
is performing at Gytis Ivanauskas Thea-
tre. The director, actor and choreogra-
pher Ivanauskas entered the professional 
theatre stage in 2000 and became famous 
thanks to his works in Oskaras Koršunovas’ 
and Gintaras Varnas’ performances. Deter-
mined to show a completely different thea-
tre and dance, Ivanauskas is breaking the 
rules of contemporary dance by synthe-
sising absolutely different creative forms 
with the help of professional dancers and 
actors, even singers, enriching the perfor-
mances with their unique share.

Dear Lithuania

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE, Vilnius /  YOUNG 
STAGE ARTISTS’  PROGRAMME ‘OPEN SPACE’

Choreography and performance Austėja 
Vilkaitytė | Costumes Sandra Bučiūtė | Music 
Dainius Veršulis | Photography Raminta 
Bučiūtė | Set design Austėja Vilkaitytė | Graphic 
design Antanas Durba | Choreographic archival 
fragments AURA Dance Theatre | Video archives 
Alchemija – an interview with prof. Egidijus 
Aleksandravičius | Curator Birutė Banevičiūtė

Duration 40' | Première 2012

How can patriotism, love of one’s home-
land and an idea of a nation’s idyll grow 
into nazism, rasism and homophobia? 
Does patriotism still exist in contempo-
rary Lithuania? And if it does, how does it 
reflect itself? What can be the new ways to 
talk about patriotism? Young choreogra-
pher Austėja Vilkaitytė raises such issues 
in the dance performance Dear Lithuania, 
that was inspired by the famous musi-
cal work by the composer Juozas Naujalis 
based on a poetry piece by the nation’s 
most famous romantic poet Maironis. 
Dance artist uses deconstruction, trans-
formation and artistic research as working 
tools. She is interested in exploring old, 
historical motives and mixing them with 
various contemporary contexts.

In 2011 Austėja Vilkaitytė graduated from 
the Theatre Faculty of Icelandic Academy 
of Arts where she studied contemporary 
dance. In 2007–2008 she studied at the 
Salzburg Experimental Academy in Austria, 
during 2010 she studied as an intern at 
the Helsinki Theatre Academy in Finland. 
The choreographer seeks new ways of ex-
pression and is creating artworks between 
conceptual dance and dance theatre.
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AURA 
International Dance Festival

AURA is a contemporary dance festival tak-
ing place every autumn in Kaunas. In 1989 
the choreographer and the leader of the 
AURA Dance Theatre Birutė Letukaitė or-
ganized the first modern dance festival in 
Lithuania which has become the tradition 
and the event representing Kaunas city. 
Here, the outstanding foreign choreogra-
phers’ and group works are introduced. 
They join new art forms, techniques and 
traditions in their performances. Introduc-
ing the newest trends of contemporary 
dance and inviting to accept challenges, 
this festival educates the audience and de-
velops an understanding of contemporary 
dance. The dance festival has already in-
troduced such famous choreographers and 
companies as Johannes Wieland, Compag-
nie Drift, Yossi Berg and Oded Graf dance 
theatre, Virpi Pakhinen, Companie Thor 
and many others. In 2012 dance groups 
from Norway (Ingun Bjørnsgaard Prosjekt), 
Netherlands (common LT and NL projects), 
France (A.lter S.essio), Israel (Niv Sheinfeld 
& Oren Laor), Portugal (Né Barros) and 
Austria (Annie Dorsen ir Annie Juren) were 
presented at the festival AURA 22.

AURA DANCE THEATRE

M. Daukšos 30A, lt-44282 Kaunas 
T +370 37 202062 F +370 37 424089 
E info@aura.lt www.dancefestival.lt
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New Baltic Dance 
International Contemporary Dance Festival

The International Contemporary Dance Fes-
tival ‘New Baltic Dance’ during the 16 years 
of its existence has grown up into one of 
the main and most prestigious dance fes-
tivals in the Baltic Sea region. It is organ-
ized by the Lithuanian Dance Information 
Centre and Vilnius Festivals. Each early 
May it takes place in different venues in 
Vilnius. For the first event in 1997 Audronis 
Imbrasas, the artistic director, gathered 
participants mostly from the post-Soviet 
countries where contemporary dance had 
been only starting. Since then the number 
of guest countries increased significantly – 
the festival has presented companies from 
all Nordic and Baltic countries, United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, 
Israel, Canada, Slovenia, Russia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Poland, Switzerland, Senegal. 
All in all more than 170 companies from 
25 countries have been programmed for 
the festival. The program of the New Baltic 
Dance consists of well established compa-
nies (La La La Human Steps, Cullbergballet, 
Provincialnyje Tancy, Kibbutz Contem-
porary Dance Company, Random Dance 
Company, Russell Maliphant, Ariadone/
Carlotta Ikeda, Granhøj Dans, cie.toula 
limnaios etc.) with famous productions 
and new young companies/ choreogra-
phers with experimental works. One of the 
guidelines of the festival is to present the 
latest productions, thus the event is open 
for premieres, post-premieres, and pre-
premieres. The festival also provides the 
possibility for Lithuanian choreographers 
to show their recent works.

L I T H U A N I A N  D A N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C E N T R E

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 5 2040835 F +370 5 2040835 
E info@dance.lt www.dance.lt

Plartforma 
International Contemporary Arts Festival

The main idea of the festival Plartforma is 
to combine the forms of visual and per-
forming arts as well as the artists from 
Lithuania and foreign countries in one 
cultural platform. Since 2005 every late 
August / September the festival, organ-
ized by the Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’, of-
fers a possibility to uncover new cultural 
areas in Klaipėda city, while inhabiting 
former urban and industrial territories with 
creative projects. The main concept of the 
festival is related to the geographical and 
metaphysical interpretations of boundary 
zones. This idea is already embodied in 
the character of Plartforma, where ignoring 
traditional boundaries of art, different gen-
res, expressions, and ideas interact. Such 
a synthesis of art unfolds in a program of 
contemporary dance, theatre, music and 
visual art.

The festival is a continuation of the 
international art festival SEAS that was 
co-organized with the Swedish cultural 
institution ‘Intercult’ and held in Klaipėda 
in 2004.

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’

Kretingos 43-7, lt-92303 Klaipėda 
T +370 611 14800 E festivalis.plartforma@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt



Dansema 
International Contemporary Dance 
 Festival for Children and Youth

Dansema is the first and the only festi-
val in Lithuania presenting professional 
contemporary dance for children and 
youth. The festival started in Vilnius and 
Kaunas in May 2008. Since then each May 
 Dansema takes place in Vilnius. In five 
years there have been different perfor-
mances from Lithuania, Estonia, Sweden, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Austria 
and Germany presented. It is mainly or-
ganized by the Dansema Dance Theatre. 
According to the artistic director of the 
festival Birutė Banevičiūtė, understanding 
of movement and love for contemporary 
dance begin in the very early childhood, 
thus the festival’s mission is to present 
contemporary dance performances created 
distinguishly for young audiences. In order 
to educate the audience and foster the 
early knowledge of contemporary dance, 
the festival hosts various seminars and 
workshops for children, dance teachers, 
dancers and dance managers.

DANSEMA DANCE THEATRE

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124, Vilnius 
T +370 614 02652 E info@dansema.lt 
www.dansema.lt

New Arabesque 
Contemporary Dance Festival

New Arabesque is a contemporary dance 
festival annually happening in Klaipėda. 
For the first time it was organized in the 
autumn 2010. The festival mainly focuses 
on Lithuanian contemporary dance, but 
it also stages international companies. 
The main task of the festival is to present 
contemporary dance for the most various 
audiences, thus performances for children 
and youth are also included in the festival 
programme. In addition to this, series of 
creative dance laboratories and workshops 
are organised. Finally, the competition of 
choreographic miniatures is very important 
part of the festival. It is the only festival in 
Lithuania where well established or future 
professional choreographers and dancers 
can also compete among themselves.

THE CULTURE CENTRE OF KLAIPĖDA CITY 
MUNICIPALITY ‘ŽVEJŲ RŪMAI’

Taikos 70, lt-93202 Klaipėda 
T +370 46 410565 F +370 46 410565 
E info@zvejurumai.lt www.zvejurumai.lt
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Apian Jamboree / Bičių sąskrydis 
Contemporary Dance Festival

Apian Jamboree is a young and initiative 
2-3 days dance festival in Vilnius that takes 
place each November since 2007. The festi-
val is a platform where emerging and well 
established dance artists meet. It is open 
both for works created by young dance 
artists or future professionals and for per-
formances, sketches or excerpts made by 
already well known dancers and choreogra-
phers. One of the main tasks of the festival 
is to exhibit contemporary dance happen-
ing in Lithuania. In addition to this series 
of dance seminars and workshops, led by 
professional dancers and choreographers 
from Lithuania, are organized.

NGO ‘ARTOPIA’

T +370 678 27255 E info@biciusaskrydis.lt 
www.biciusaskrydis.lt

LT&NL 
Dance collaboration projects

For years, the Netherlands has been at the 
forefront internationally when it comes 
to the infrastructure of dance. Produc-
tion houses, providing space for artists to 
present their works for different audiences, 
are a very important part of it. Korzo is one 
of the largest dance production houses in 
the Netherlands. In 2012 there were real-
ized four collaboration projects between 
Korzo and three Lithuanian partners: the 
dance centre Arts Printing House in Vilnius, 
AURA Dance Theatre in Kaunas and the 
Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’ in Klaipėda. These 
projects resulted in four dance pieces: 
Kill the Victor, 3 W(o)man, Mirage, and 
Lost Eyes. Three choreographers from The 
Hague, Amos Ben-Tal and Jérôme Meyer & 
Isabelle Chaffaud, have worked in Lithu-
ania at AURA Dance Theatre and Arts Print-
ing House. Lithuanian choreographers 
Loreta Juodkaitė and Rūta Butkus have 
worked with local dancers at Korzo. These 
international dance exchange projects are 
first to be in Lithuania.

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE, Vilnius 
www.menuspaustuve.lt

AURA DANCE THEATRE, Kaunas 
www.aura.lt

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’, Klaipėda 
www.zuviesakis.lt

KORZO PRODUCTIONS, The Hague 
www.korzo.nl



A|CH Dance Theatre

A|CH Dance Theatre was founded in 2000 
by the choreographer Anželika Cholina 
and Greta Cholina, the current director of 
the theatre. Since then the A|CH theatre 
has shown performances in Latvia, Poland, 
Russia, Great Britain, Luxembourg, Turkey, 
China, Denmark and Hungary. The theatre 
is recognized for its passionate, visual 
dance performances, which are a mix of 
classical ballet, modern dance and drama. 
A|CH has a small troupe of dancers, but it 
is open to new challenges, which means 
permanent collaborations with artists and 
performers – dancers, actors, choreogra-
phers – from Lithuania and abroad. It is 
also open to talented choreographers; they 
can materialize their creative ideas with 
the A|CH troupe.

A|CH DANCE THEATRE

I. Šimulionio 4-103, lt-04331 Vilnius 
E teatras@ach.lt www.ach.lt
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Arts Printing House

Arts Printing House/ Menų spaustuvė (APH) 
is a unique creative phenomenon in Lithu-
ania, a vibrating performing arts venue 
and a meeting place for artistic souls. Es-
tablished in a former printing house dating 
back to 1585, nowadays it deals with per-
forming arts layouts and linotypes – those 
that help to develop a new understand-
ing of creativity within the modern society. 
From the start of its activities in 2002, 
APH was involved in harbouring and pro-
moting contemporary dance in Lithuania. 
Since then, hundreds of theatrical, contem-
porary dance, new circus, interdisciplinary 
and educational projects take place annu-
ally in the building. It has been home for 
many contemporary dance professionals 
who otherwise had no space to rehearse 
and present their works. Since 2003, 
APH runs one of its largest programmes – 
the programme for young performing arts 
professionals Open Space. Within the 
framework of this programme, many young 
contemporary dance artists debuted on the 
professional stage. Some of them, like Lo-
reta Juodkaitė and Petras Lisauskas, used 
the programme as a launch pad to access 
international audiences. Besides other 
projects, since 2010 APH is also running an 
international residency programme.

A RTS P R I N T I N G  H O U SE  /  M E N Ų  S PAU ST U V Ė

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 5 2040832 F +370 5 2040832 
E info@menuspaustuve.lt www.menuspaustuve.lt

AURA Dance Theatre

AURA Dance Theatre is the oldest and the 
only professional municipal contemporary 
dance theatre in Lithuania. The artistic 
director of the company Birutė Letukaitė 
has started it in 1982, thus, this year it is 
celebrating 30 year anniversary. During 
its existence AURA has shown dozens per-
formances in Lithuania and in more than 
twenty-five foreign countries. Since 1991 
AURA has been collaborating with foreign 
choreographers and teachers; it takes part 
in joint projects with sound and visual art-
ists as well. In 2012 one of its collaboration 
projects – Moving Textile (realised by Kau-
nas Biennial and AURA) – was nominated 
as one of the best EU funded projects. 
AURA is not just a theatre; it is also the 
cradle of contemporary dance perform-
ers – some of the country’s best dancers 
have studied at the studio of the company. 
Furthermore, since 1989, AURA has been 
organising the International Dance Festi-
val AURA (former International Festival of 
Modern Dance in Kaunas).

AURA DANCE THEATRE 
M. Daukšos 30A, lt-44282 Kaunas 
T +370 37 202062 F +370 37 424089 
E info@aura.lt www.dancefestival.lt



Baltic Ballet Group

The Baltic Ballet Group is a dance company 
which appeared in Vilnius in 2010. The 
troupe unites 14 professional ballet danc-
ers brought together by the choreographer 
Marija S. Šimulynaitė. The main dance 
style of the troupe is neoclassical ballet. 
Unusual pieces of music, set design as 
well as lighting are chosen to create non-
traditional expressions and find dynamic 
ways to exhibit challenging dance ideas 
while being accessible to the audience.

BALTIC BALLET GROUP

M. Valančiaus 7-52, lt-03158 Vilnius 
T +370 610 67873 E info@balticballet.com 
www.balticballet.com

Contemporary Dance Association

The Contemporary Dance Association was 
established in 2007 by Lithuanian contem-
porary dancers and choreographers, who 
felt the need to organize themselves in 
order to represent the contemporary dance 
community and to defend their social and 
artistic interests. The mission of the asso-
ciation is to influence cultural policy, thus 
to ensure and improve working conditions 
for professional dancers and choreogra-
phers and promote contemporary dance 
in Lithuania. One of the main goals of 
The Contemporary Dance Association is 
to collaborate with international cultural 
institutions, dance organizations and art-
ists. Since 2008 with the support of the 
Lithuanian Ministry of Culture it organizes 
professional dancers training, dance work-
shops, member visits to dance seminars 
and workshops abroad.

CONTEMPORARY DANCE ASSOCIATION

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 610 48408 E info@lcda.lt 
www.lcda.lt
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Dansema Dance Theatre

Aiming to promote contemporary dance 
culture, the Dansema Dance Theatre was 
the first to produce professional dance 
performances for young audiences in 
Lithuania. After two years from its estab-
lishment in 2007 it became a member of 
ASSITEJ – International organization for 
theatre for children and youth. Further-
more, every spring, since 2008, Dansema 
Dance Theatre organizes the International 
Contemporary Dance Festival for Children 
and Youth Dansema. It also organizes sem-
inars for dancers, choreographers, dance 
teachers and managers.

DANSEMA DANCE THEATRE

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 614 02652 E info@dansema.lt 
www.dansema.lt

Gytis Ivanauskas Theatre

The Gytis Ivanauskas Theatre was estab-
lished in 2005 by the director, actor and 
choreographer Gytis Ivanauskas, who 
entered the professional theatre stage 
in 2000 and became famous thanks to 
his works in performances of well know 
theatre directors Oskaras Koršunovas and 
Gintaras Varnas, and such choreographers 
as Aira Naginevičiūtė, Andželika Cholina 
and Jurijus Smoriginas. The Credo of Gytis 
Ivanauskas is a completely new attitude to-
wards artists and professional performing 
arts where the synthesis of totally different 
creative forms is possible. The perform-
ers of the theatre are professional dancers, 
actors, even singers, enriching the perfor-
mances with their unique share. All in all 
Gytis Ivanauskas Theatre has presented 
12 performances. For the debut perfor-
mance ‘Hallmark’ (2005) the journal Pravda 
has recognized the theatre as the Best 
new theatre of the year.

GYTIS IVANAUSKAS THEATRE

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 688 39336 E info@giteatras.lt 
www.giteatras.lt



Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’

The Artists Group ‘Fish Eye’ was estab-
lished in 2002 in Klaipėda. Since then it 
joins young artists from performing and 
visual arts. ‘Fish Eye’ is led by a prominent 
choreographer Agnija Šeiko, but its dance-
profile is also represented by such dancers 
and choreographers as Petras Lisauskas 
and Inga Kuznecova.

The group, whose aim is to make the 
artistic life in the Lithuanian port town 
more active, helps young artists to get 
integrated into the cultural life of the city. 
It initiates and implements various cultural 
and art projects as well as international co-
operation projects. Since 2005, the group 
is organizing the annual contemporary art 
festival Plartforma. In 2009, the artists 
established a dance studio with the same 
name. It is the organizer of Kedja Klaipėda 
Encounter in 2013.

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’

Kretingos 43-7, lt-92303 Klaipėda 
T +370 611 14800 E zuviesakis.lt@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt

Lithuanian Dance Information Centre

The Lithuanian Dance Information Centre 
is a nongovernmental organization estab-
lished in 1995 thanks to a private initia-
tive. It is a unique institution in Lithuania 
entirely dedicated to dance. The main task 
of LDIC is to disseminate information about 
dance in all possible ways in Lithuania 
and abroad. During its existence LDIC has 
organized more than thirty modern dance 
and ballet workshops and other training 
programs, guest performances from France, 
USA, United Kingdom, Italy, Switzerland 
and Germany. Since 1997 LDIC organizes 
the annual International Contemporary 
Dance Festival ‘New Baltic Dance’. Since 
2000 it has been the main organizer of 
the summer dance school Vilnius Summer 
School for both professionals and begin-
ners. Since 2006 LDIC releases an annual 
DVD and a brochure entitled Lithuanian 
Dance Scene which presents premiers 
of professional Lithuanian contemporary 
dance staged during one year. In addition, 
LDIC focuses on advocacy and lobbying, 
working with and on behalf of the dance 
world to rise up the profile of dance and 
ultimately to increase investment in all 
sectors of the dance field.

L I T H U A N I A N  D A N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C E N T R E

Šiltadaržio 6, lt-01124 Vilnius 
T +370 5 204 0835 F +370 5 204 0835 
E info@dance.lt www.dance.lt
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Lithuanian National Opera 
and  Ballet Theatre

The Lithuanian National Opera and Ballet 
Theatre operates as a national institution 
founded by the Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Lithuania. One of its aims is to 
capacitate young talented and recognised 
artists and performers. In June 2012 the 
first choreographic workshop Creative Im-
pulse was organized, where LNOBT ballet 
dancers had the opportunity to create and 
show short contemporary ballet and con-
temporary dance miniatures. Some of the 
dancers were cooperating with contempo-
rary dance choreographers; the others had 
their choreographic debut. The idea of this 
project is to blow new winds of creativity 
into national ballet, thus it would become 
more up to date, would dear more. The pro-
ject continues in 2013 as well.

L ITHUANIAN NATIONAL OPERA 
AND BALLET THEATRE

A. Vienuolio 1, lt-01104 Vilnius 
T +370 5 262 0727 F +370 5 262 3503 
E info@opera.lt www.opera.lt

Vytis Jankauskas Dance Company

The dancer, choreographer and peda-
gogue Vytis Jankauskas established his 
own dance company in 1997 with the aim 
to link contemporary and break dance 
styles.  During nineteen years of personal 
research, the choreographer has devel-
oped his individual, purified and expres-
sive body language. The company has 
performed at international dance festivals 
in Sweden, Poland, Estonia, Germany, 
Belarus, Russia and Egypt. The several 
past years have been the years of maturity 
both for the choreographer and the com-
pany, whose input in the development of 
the contemporary Lithuanian dance was 
marked by two Golden Stage Cross awards 
(for performances ‘Drowned Valley’, 2003 
and ‘Vigil’, 2008). Besides, the company 
organizes various educational dance pro-
jects in Lithuania and abroad in collabo-
ration with other NGOs. Furthermore, in 
1995 the Company has opened a dance 
studio where contemporary dance classes 
are taught by Vytis Jankauskas, Giedrė 
Kirkilytė-Jankauskienė and other teachers.

VYTIS JANKAUSKAS DANCE COMPANY

Šeškinės 31-30, Vilnius lt-07157 
T +370 5 240 4268 E info@vytisdc.lt 
www.vytisdc.lt
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Birutė Banevičiūtė 
Puzzle

DANSEMA DANCE THEATRE 
T +370 614 02652 E info@dansema.lt 
www.dansema.lt

Amos Ben-Tal 
Kill the Victor

AURA DANCE THEATRE 
T +370 37 202062 E info@aura.lt 
www.aura.lt

KORZO PRODUCTIONS 
T +31 70 3637540 www.korzo.nl

Rūta Butkus 
Lost Eyes / 5g of Hope

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE 
T +370 5 204 0832 E info@menuspaustuve.lt 
www.menuspaustuve.lt

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’ 
T +370 611 14800 E zuviesakis.lt@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt

KORZO PRODUCTIONS 
T +31 70 3637540 www.korzo.nl

Loreta Juodkaitė 
Mirage

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE 
T +370 5 204 0832 E info@menuspaustuve.lt 
www.menuspaustuve.lt

KORZO PRODUCTIONS 
T +31 70 3637540 www.korzo.nl



Inga Kuznecova & Petras Lisauskas 
And Everything Went Very Well

ARTISTS GROUP F ISH EYE 
T +370 611 14800 E zuviesakis.lt@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt

Birutė Letukaitė 
The Sea / Sonus.Lux.Unum

AURA DANCE THEATRE 
T +370 37 202062 E info@aura.lt 
www.aura.lt

Petras Lisauskas 
YOUME

ARTISTS GROUP ‘F ISH EYE’ 
T +370 611 14800 E zuviesakis.lt@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt

Jérôme Meyer & Isabelle Chaffaud 
3 W(o)men

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE 
T +370 5 204 0832 E info@menuspaustuve.lt 
www.menuspaustuve.lt

KORZO PRODUCTIONS 
T +31 70 3637540 www.korzo.nl

Krzysztof Pastor 
Tristan and Isolde

LITHUANIAN NATIONAL OPERA 
AND BALLET THEATRE 
T +370 5 2620727 E info@opera.lt 
www.opera.lt

Agnija Šeiko 
No Space at the Parking Lot / Juliets

ARTISTS GROUP F ISH EYE 
T +370 611 14800 E zuviesakis.lt@gmail.com 
www.zuviesakis.lt

Marija Simona Šimulynaitė 
Sunstroke

BALTIC BALLET GROUP 
T +370 610 67873 E info@balticballet.com 
www.balticballet.com

Brigita Urbietytė 
Tango Salon

GYTIS IVANAUSKAS THEATRE 
T +370 688 39336 E info@giteatras.lt 
www.giteatras.lt

Austėja Vilkaitytė 
Dear Lithuania

ARTS PRINTING HOUSE 
T +370 5 204 0832 E info@menuspaustuve.lt 
www.menuspaustuve.lt
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The aim of the annual Lithuanian Dance 
Scene DVD project is to present profession-
al Lithuanian contemporary dance perfor-
mances and their creators. Published since 
2006, Lithuanian Dance Scene DVDs con-
tain fragments of performances and their 
descriptions, information about choreog-
raphers, companies and contact details. 
The Lithuanian Dance Scene DVD is dis-
tributed at international dance events in 
Lithuania and abroad. To order, contact the 
Lithuanian Dance Information Centre.


